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Ukesuns, Gazs, the Tamman Stead, teads wars aod taaffs, the oodd we brve i 13 one of conflicts,
corimpatiteons, and srveral. Foo that slone, D Clawe Roden’s trenslated wock, Son Zi's The 4ot o WFar, is
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The ancient Chiness mannal en auktay sagagement, in Cluness entitled Bingl oc Tiv An o War, and
attribmted to the Chinese thinkes Snn Zi, is one of the most wadelr cead books in the woddd. It is the oo
chagiee from the Choese wadibon that anyose sught cead, cegasdless of thew atesit w Choese culhue
or hestory per se. Advocatng seven] comnter-mmitree stexbegaes, ch a3 2 non-confronttions] appeoach
to conflect that advecates for the exploitation of one’s adveniaces weaknesses, uss, and geographical
positicaving, The 4t o WFar s ofien tanght in bossesss and silitary progesns a5 well as Chinese enlmes
ponrses. In they mmorateee eadition of 5w Zi' clasmse text, D Claire Bodan seeks to ntrodece earners
to pomne selectons from the enpnal, watten in clisweal Clusess, 33 well a3 passages teanilated from the
m incoipontng new forms of ednmbonml techoology o the stedy of this text. This © a creative and

bearners, mtermediate and admnced strudents of Chinese, and the norce. It repoesents an imaginatore

appeoach to the study of Chiness langnage and cdivee, makang it Ffon, inbecesting. and thought-perralang.

dEH LA SEEEN B R ARS  FEFREL (BT HRE) rEEE Rl
TheArtof Wor* EPHBSERAEATHRE  EAACERARENGY TR
it s Ad T A AR Sad Ft FES AL EENTIESEE T VRIS PN
Btk RA -
(BTRE) AR FEAIRVAS SN - HPrBLEaKE -HadAlIas
B-FEREZARETLTREE - O ST TFETLANSATFEREEiER:
b EEMHPRLLFESRE -
AEAHPAHESRE Y - LUK - BAME (Claice Rodan) TSR T A MAL
R IR E RS P FY RSV ST RN S NS 8 DAL
A HNUBENHARALEET S -
HE-HENAHE BRUMSAEATHEHFL A SHeREN - RS L FBE
AETR - PERPLETN HEOPN FREPAA-ERATIrABTAL
LHETH TR ER TR - ST RAR L& L)AL -
— Christopher Lupke, Ph.D. | &% )
Profenor of Clunese Craltaal Stdies
Diepastenent of East Asma Smdes
Univesity of Albertn
Sl BT E X T
[ E-2. 3 4
wEAMRGAE LS

Claise Bodan’s The 4r of War by Saw Zi in 2 wondecfal textbock for & vamety of claswcoma I plan to nse
it a3 a second-semester text For Intsoducton to Clasucal Chinese (targht an Engliak), thengh I coald past
a5 easily smplov it i my Intoodnetion to Chinese Philosophy consss. The Extended Analytical Qresticns
for every chapter wall make for brely cooreration in Chinese o English classmooms, as will the maccmct
and ssongate sxplanatons that fallow the plosses This text 1 2 wonderind patey pount te T drf of W, ota
philosophy, 2ad its laagnage.
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Whar = the great mattes of the siate—ithe threshold between life and death, the path that leads either o
wirwrral e b sms. 183 4 seabm that demands vmiplincs, a doctase that swst be stadeed asth newsredang

The et of Warby Snp 7i composed amonnd the ffth centur BCE, stands 1z o fonandations] classie of
Choese aubitary staategy and pobuesl phulssephy I influence has extendsd fu bevoned the context of
ancient warfare, shaping modern thenksng =n fields sooh as internatsonal relabions, bamnness munagement,
mtelbgence stmdies, diplomacy, and persanal leadeclap.

Tha: volume i3 desgned for learnen at all levels of Clhanese langrmage stedy. [t provides the oognal
Classical Chisese text in both teaditeonal and samplfed chacscteds, acoonipased by modecn Clinese
tramlation, Piorin transeoption, and Englinh rendenng This inbegrated strmcture sapports a lapeced
By presenting Claszscal Chenese alongzade st3 modern comanterpart, the text illamapates the histoncal
developeset of Clunese langpuape and thonght, affenny valaable mught inte the mellsetual ard enlfnes
wodd of eady China.

emlstary plansag, mtellapence opesations, and daplomatie practics. By ssmating The Ao off Tar witlun
o omltdssciplinary fromesrork, this edstion sncomosges ceaders to nnderstand the treatise not only as
a lhamtoneal decnmest but alve as a bnag bedy of satepes wnidom wth esdunag celevasce. Such an
approach sssbles muswed mberpretations of the coginal chephers snd highlights thesr appleabilty to
modeon global challenges, conflect sesalation, and strategpe decisson-malang,

The ade-by-ude presentation of textral vermons abo fobtates close reading and comparative sbedy,
this classic, we mmte von to consuder both sty litera] argruments and s broader implicatsons. Sun a's
me.%ﬂh#uﬂﬁﬂmwmmwmhmmd
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to apply Sun £i' endanng insghts within yon oo feld of study oo professional enderrors.

INTRODUCTION

Smp Fis The drf of Far is noirecsalie scknowledged 21 2 timeless militery clissic, offesing meights into
the nabe of conflet, steategy, and victery Hewerer, binwath the wncfics of i3 subtary pudaces bes a
deepes phidosophy that, sacpeisingly, advocates for peace. Thongh Sua Zi secognizes the oeality of wasface,
he smphauzes that e mictery o achuered not taosgh blosdibed, bat by mbdiung the snemy authont
sngaging w0 direct cambat. He asserts that avoedsng neescessary conflict = the nlterate foom of wisdom.

¢ War Sun L nnderscores the imporinnce of decepbon. mitelhgence, tmung. and an amie mmaeness of
ﬂnl's:.tﬂu.'ﬂul.nd.mkﬂmgu'-lﬂ MHﬁﬁmmmm that wig shonld be
seen a3 A last resoct, one to be arosded oo concnded monfily n coder to minimize harm to both partses.
S B pluloropley 13 one of sficesey, wlee the nlamate geal o ackaeved iheongh ststige aunsrrang
sather than prolonged hostility

The central message of the text iz pechaps best capbared in Son £ azsexbion that “The preme art of
was 35 fo subdne e eeey withons fghtng ™ He suppests that the kighest foem of wacfue 15 the shdiry
o sooomplish one's objectmes while mamtsining pesce. This sentment refects 2 profonad nadestanding
af the detmnctrs aatuce of wac He wains aganst peclonged conflict, whach he wews ad alamatsly
detrimental to the mation’s mesomcoes, mosale, snd stabdlsty

Theonghout the chepters of The 4nt ¢ Fav, Sun Zi adeocates for 2 onsneed spproach to conflict, one
that emphazzes indirect tactics, the explostaton of an opponent’s seaknesses, and the e of mtelligence.
Ha is claas that wetory doss nof aecessacly sequirs combat. By fommsng on stestegae adventage, the
mampulation of cwosmstances, and nodenstanding the opponent's Talnembalshies, Sun £ eomimons a
weoedd whess pulitary focee is deployed coly whee absolutely necsssary, and even then, with tw goal of
mirsmemsng destmctuon.
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Al A¥ bing zhé warfare, the realm of malytary affars

ERE CEXS guo zhi di shi national affir of preat miportance

LA o sl shémg zhi di place of life and death

il Aeda o wimg zhi dio the way of survival or extinction

g ¥ chd mvesiigate examvine carefully
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Tz & 8 TFhifTR bizizhidétisheng those whe do not mderstand will not win

ﬂ Thaefowe, of 15 mecesseT o ensias the following five sspects and compam and ssalyse the smateoans

mspects aree 1) The Mowal Lawe 2) Heaven, J) Earth 4) The Commander, 5) Discspline. The Mo Les
mexns that the people end the mier have 2 nenified =l and woe of one msnd so that ther can shece Efe
mnd death with the mler withont fearing dunger Hearen sefiers o the alternstions of aight sed day, cold
nnd heat. and the sexsons Enrth refers to the devtances of the battlegronnd romtes, whether the terrasn
5 easily traversed or hazaodons, whether it is expansive or constricted. o place of Efe o death, and
other geognphic conditions. The Commander means the leades ot possess wisdom, trmsteocthiness,
benwralancs, conmags, and stnet discpline Dhicphos cefeci to the cgamsatonal itnsctus of the awoy,
lhdﬂaﬂﬂdﬂlfﬂﬂlhlﬂlhh wumw:ﬁmmm
eoommander cinmsd s gmanst of nasundinl of savilusp pectiseng te thee Gre aipects One
whe naderstands thess sondines wall be vetomons, ons who doss wob umdecstend thee aall fal
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Joriginal Text Selection |

m Snn Zi saed: “Wacfare i3 a matter of sopreme importance to the state, a goestion of Life and
dieath, a pnl:. to sueversl or man. It cannot be ssglected ™

n Thecefoce, it muit be evalizated aceacding te hive facteri and weighed against cagefnl
steategic calemlations to ascertain its tome conditions: fiest. the Way (mozal aligoment];
secand, Hesrea ttim:d." snd weathe:s); thd, Easth (tecraia); foucth, the Commandesr; and
fifth, Duacipline (crganisation, law, and egrlation)

(v g JETE TR P T

1 RBEN | AXEH

FLmE (9 ) ELRE
i A terrain, geography, or banlefield postion
% B. tming, seasons, or naboral condiions
) C. aligmmment of people and roler, monl caase
% D remilation etmichse logishes and afganssabion
i E leadersinp, mtell:pence, and abalsty of generals

252
H—H # M Chapio e Dbmation

P RATHABRERST (M- R %878 &

T TP T PY E ey CLT
@t B pdad, ANemEdiEs__ wk#.
2 W H TR L W RFER -
—HBPRFRFLN, ARET AFLEL,
3R ME R LR falk FHR
e S UV ol 4 4
AW R HARAR CER LU ER

B B i g Mk T RS T

SERREN R - BT iTe - Bkt
EpATHLE, ATRAN, AT .

m | Vocabulary Quiz Answers |

1 = Matching Vocabulary with Definitions Answers

LM (B0 NK) EL AR

C. ahigmmeent of people and ruler, moral canse

B. timing. seasons, or naral conditions

A terrain peography. ar bantlefield postion

& E leadership mielligence, and abubty of generals
D. repalation, sruchae, logistics, and organdzation

# (%5 |a

2 = Fill in the Blanks Answens

* Please complers the following sentences using the words: B The Mors) Las), £
(Featber) Timingl, B (Tervorn), 3 (Leadersinn), M (Law/ Discplime) Orgawigation)

LEafaReet - ANLHERTE_B M-
o et ANMLAENirs M HES,
When facing complex terrain, we mnst ceassess the conditions celated to earth

I-BAFRTHERELH Masd l RTER -
— AP RTEFLY, £uaT B RF£4.
W hethe: 1ml.|.'=n:. uermtd.-lunnd.iuwhﬂh:m“fil asi
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LRCHRIRN RS K RS @) | wuttiste choice Answers |
REAARI, 2HER T RIS, Tl o Tl b S i e daiad
When detecnuaing the touag of war, ooe snst consides weather and the easnny’s nmation
Daestion 1
48R {iﬂ&ﬂﬁiﬂ:{ﬁﬂﬂl&.ﬂ x Sna i peopodsd the “Five Facton” a citenia for assesnng wasface, What i3 the main

HAdiameT_ 8| #HTELSANS.
Victory o defeat often depends on the leadessh:p’s talent and ndgment.

purpoze of these elements?

A. To help the army choose seapons

Elﬂ-l'ﬁ#u#'lﬁﬂﬂﬂ!fﬁ'“i&ﬂ_i = B. To svalnate the natuee of war and chasecss of victody
FRAFTARE, AFRIAGH, RAT_E . . To decide whether to cooperate wuth allies
Whether the army 13 disciplined and capable of s=ift action depend: on la= D. To analyze the snemy’s military techaology

fﬂmtﬂmﬂ

@) =om | snm
Draestion 2

L l“-t.ﬂ x5 l.i‘:! : Aseozdiag te Sna Zi, why snst warfaze be “theceunghly szamaned™
FRERLAE, AHEAEE:

A Besanse wic sxn proamote SO O d.llﬂlﬂFﬂﬂl

LBFHE5F, FARERFORS QLR FL L AGRHRT B. Becanse war determines the fate of the nation
BFRE CEET AARAASHRR, LERKHERAHAHAT e e b
ANNERESFAR "SHTILLELES D. Beoanse war nsnally lasts a shost tme
BRE#RFHEATARL "#tEEFHEESHN of C i

CAERTFTAARAGH " ATATHERSHF
D GRRFeEFRE FHETHEFRLL

D ENBRTARE AURBFLE T ETRE, 7 m | XHEEME | CxERE |

BEHTHALE, AHLAS$LE “FITTEE" 7 AT ELEE TR M :
ARARSTARNARAER, BAHNSTHLEEFLR FERTENET AN
B. AAW LR ESHY MM D842 LAEFENLE LAMTREBTFRA "R Ed-HELL¥, T
CEHARFERAERLE "HHAFERAEL LS HRHLZHRFLY “RE, BZLE"?

"REZR, A" AATARFHFIHA?

LTEFR -G R - RAEN EFISRATR Y RN
“AFT YN—MGEFH I AEANHEEFRELA LT LY AW,

254 255
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m | Scenario-Based Task

A certain conntry i3 prepaning for a major diplomatic negotiation. Pleaze nae the “Five
Factors” from the Chapter of Stoategic Planning (™ #5717} to anslyze whether the conatey is
adeguately prepased, and weite an assesument ceport (abeut 300 chazactesy/woods). Vou may
mix Chinese and Englizh expressions o3 approprinte.

b The provided information iz as follows:

« i (Vnity of purpose): Poblic snppost for the diplomatic strategy is at 33%s.

#* F (Timeeg): The ssgotzation will ocenr when the opposing conntey’s cagime 15 politically
nnstable.

* B (Teresinlocation): The negotintion will be held in the opponent’s capital city.

1% (Leadecskup): The lead ssgotiator bas mst bess appointed aad lacks szpessncs.

= & (Orgamization): The negotiation team has a clear stenctnge and well-defined toles,

| Task |

Bazed on these five slements, analyze the streagths and sisks of thes diplomatic negotistson,
and propods e concdels sngEeibont to wmerkase the Lkelihood of suceeis,

@D seussx Enew |

BE(BRTAREZ) 3% "8, HEFER - RXNTUNARF TFREATL
N -

A -MFd AFEAHRSRAE% RMFTARAGS TIGAREARRNR L
# + This provides sirong moral legitimacy and internal stability »

AVt FHH  Hradcd TEAXAMAPEARES  FHEAFTIRE
FH 8 -

Bac R AFELHAHFEE RARELE R - ETRRAAFAH LA T OHR
S KERAY -

A WA AW EE - B E M - This poses a leadership nisk and may affect
strategic judgment vader pressure

kR AR ERSIE - AT A - A AR ENRRRD -
EenRET  HRAANARERENES - REFTHE - et iammn -
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* BT :
LAETFRETE N T E AR - RSN -
DA AGE MR ERGAARFE AR LN B

T remsEE E@Ee)

B (HTFRE) B—F"EA" HEFRN, RANLRMNRSETRSEHRE
HFr.

Bh, BFE, ROAHRHARS, ETEAEN LRGSR LR 4
#. This provides strong moral legitimacy and internal stability.

ERERAFEH, HAARTFRAE, TREAXARATYRTES, AHATAIIR
L£FHA,

BE, mHABEREesFES, RABEEL ATREEAFREFRATRGIR
Flard, Edthas,

A&, EAEEN ESE BF 38 Ths poses a leadership nsk and may affect
strategic judgment undes pressore .

ke AR RE, B GIVN AETs THTRASEAESSERD.
HemE, ALEARSESENESE, ZSFTHA, RabEsedn.

* HilkT:

LAAFIMAANES LT HMY, BAFEREFLHFAM,
DAMPWEF RS E b, FRARESNE, GNERAE TS,

m | Assessment Report [English Translation) |

Based on the Five Factors outlined in Chapter 1 “Tautial Esvtamations™ of The .det off War,
thas diplomatic negobathion peeients several sttengths and potential piks,

Fizst, tegasding Dao (Unity of Purpose), publie snppost stands at 85%, indieanng thar the
gorernment's diplomatic stance i3 grownded in moral legitimasy and backed by popnlac
coaseasns. This provides strong mogal legitimacy and internal stability. The Timing
(Tian) a3 alis favecable—palitieal wnatability ia the sppeuag eonatey may place them at
a dinadvrantages duning negetiations, offenag ong ude atzategic levecags, However, the

Locaron (D&} of the negotiation, held in the ocpponent’s capital, while symbolically
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Dinfsi - amelm- sl - 4558 FHA -
DAmazid, #Rza, afibi, kidn, REA,

O awnizs-Rraé -BEeAria-
Darnzs, R4 BELAZI L,

|Original Text Selection |

ﬂ The art of empleying troops mmst carefully acconnt for the brrdens placed npon the state;

18 WAL, 'I:‘itlﬁd'll' i to be P-:i:i-d. wlils Pmlnq.pd upnpni.!q.:. ape o be avorded,

ﬂ Thus, the genesal whe toaly sadecstands the act of wag 13 the guacdian of the people and
the nltimate srbites of the aation’s teendty.

@) meme | acws

1 ARER | #XEH

Mg (FE S ) ELiEXE
Mk A protector of the people’s fxte
AR ERTEL B vakue quick victory over prolonged war
LEN E . method of warfare
RELALE MELALE | D guided by profit or srategic gain
aMAL UHAL E. decider of nationsl survival

1+ ARAYT | &AM

* HATHABRRAE : AL - ARTFTRA - RL & - AL - 2L
» RATHAERY: ARk, #RAFRA. RLO4, v, £423

LT %A - ELERHARARTENIK -
#FEA, LER- T ER-E-E-F 3 3.1 0
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LERENR r R EF
HTHERE , FHREBF,
IMERRERNY B L riREREEE -
BEFAALBET, LA . ALTHEL,
L EFREM A EEAEE RN -
E¥hEn , mARR B RWEAN L.

SHERFARLE  HHESHEEY
ArdELae sy, HHRES-BAEH .

m | vocabulary Quiz Answers |

1 = Matching Vocabulary wath Deflsmilions Answers
Tk (RES NE) ELRE
M fE ik C. method of warfare
ERERL ERTHL B. value quack wictory over prolonged war
B ] & A protector of the people’s fate
Mg "WMEeL:i E decider of national survival
AH AL D. g by proit o srateic gain

2 = Fill in the Blanks Answers

LETHA- _BRLE SXBRAHAARATRNI -
HFEA, BMReE SLXERHARESETFRAN,

Smo Zi emphasnized that the method of emploming troops muat take into acconnt the

bugden en national strength and the conmmption of eronces

PHKESR_RBTRA

HHESRE ABTRA |

r FIEEBFE -
TREAT,

A pood genesal noderstands that victory is malned, not prolonged warfase, and thns arosds

diagging out the conflict

INERAABAET B E
BERARAEEYT, &4

BBy r REHHERE -
BB 2 addir.

A general is not merely 2 commander, but the keaper of the people’s fate, deciding

matters of life and death.

T A e e T ARIEEE
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